Goaks and Humour

victim, and was received by the muzzle of the
other brother's rifle. An Englishman, hearing
these stories, would know where they had
come from. We can appreciate them, but we
do not as a rule make them. We illustrate the
qualities of men and things by telling lies about
them, but we do not tell such thumping big ones.
Our fishing stories are only slightly over the
borders of the credible ; a foolish person might
be taken in by them : the American ones are
such lies that narrators have no hope that even
the most innocent will believe them. This
obvious difference between the usual American
and the usual English method of treating a
thing humorously may be illustrated by
examples. Ten years ago, or so, the London,
Chatham and Dover Railway reached its nadir,
and all British humorists were making jokes
about the slowness of the trains. Some of
these jokes were, for us, fairly drastic : the
summit of achievement was reached, I think,
by a report that a cow had met its death by
charging an L.C.D. express from behind, and
that the directors, at an emergency meeting,
had decided to place cow-catchers at the rear
end, of all trains. But try to imagine what
would have been said had the London, Chat-
ham and Dover Railway been in America.
The most luxuriant of our conceptions would
have been feeble compared with the miracles of
metaphor that would have been coined to show
the extraordinary slowness of those trains.
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